29CFR 1910.1200 Hazardous Communication

Safety and Health Signs & Tags
Preparation
1. Read Applicable Background information and related
Company Policy Chapter.
2. Make _____ Copies of this Lesson Plan for Personnel
3. Make Transparency, procure transparency pens, etc.
4. Coffee, tea, snacks
Material
1. Various Signs and Tags the Employee will likely
encounter
Objective
By the end of this session, personnel shall be able to describe:
1. The Purpose of Safety Signs and Tags
2. Responsibilities regarding Safety Signs & Tags
3. Sign Policy and Color Designations
4. Methods of Posting and
5. Conduct a Supervisors Safety Checklist

Background
All devices, structures and areas where hazardous materials are
used, or where hazards or possible hazards may exist will be
identified with appropriate hazard warnings.
Lesson
Purpose of Safety Signs and Tags
Signs and tags are not intended as substitutes for preferred
abatement methods such as engineering controls, substitution,
isolation, or safe work practices. Rather, they are additional safety
guidance and increase the employee’s awareness of potentially
hazardous situations.
Tags are temporary means of warning all concerned of a hazardous
conditions, defective equipment, etc. Tags are not to be
considered as a complete warning method, but should only be
used until a positive means can be employed to eliminate the
hazard; for example, a “Do Not Start” tag is affixed to a machine
and is used only until the machine can be locked out, de-energized,
or inactivated.

Notes

Responsibilities Regarding Safety Signs & Tags
SupervisorPosts appropriate warning signs for materials of a hazardous
nature (poisonous, toxic, flammable, carcinogenic,
biological hazard, radioactive, etc.) or hazardous conditions
(high voltage, slippery when wet, welding arcs, etc.).
Employee1. Conducts themselves in the manner (safe procedures,
protective equipment, clothing, etc.) as called for by the
hazard warning signs and training.
2. Assists the supervisor in recognition of any potentially
hazardous condition that may need identification by hazard
warning signs.
Safety and Health Manager1. Periodically surveys all operations to ensure proper
identification of hazardous areas or conditions by use of
warning signs and immediately notifies supervisor of any
lack of, or improper markings.
2. Assists the supervisor in defining proper identification,
and acceptable location of signs in compliance with existing
OSHA, Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC),
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), or other
regulations.
3. Provides fabricated hazard warning signs.
4. Maintains a supply of all frequently used hazard warning
signs.
Sign Policy and Color Designations
“Danger” tag shall be placed on a damaged ladder or other
damaged equipment, and immediate arrangements made for the
ladder/equipment to be taken out of service and sent to be repaired.
Caution Signs- “Caution” signs shall be used to warn of a
potential hazard or to caution against unsafe practices, and to
prescribe the precaution that will be taken to protect personnel and
property from mishap probability. The sign shall be of yellow and
black colors.

Notes

Radiation Signs- “Radiation” signs shall be used to warn of
radiation hazards and of special precautions that will be taken.
“Radiation” signs shall use the conventional radiation warning
colors of magenta on a yellow background. Radiation warning
signs are strictly regulated.
Exit Signs- “Exit” signs shall be utilized to clearly identify the
means of egress from a building or facility. Where the exit is not
apparent, signs shall have an arrow indicating the direction of
the exit.
Biological Hazard Warning Signs- “Biological Hazard”
warning signs shall be used to signify the actual or potential
presence of a biological hazard and to identify equipment,
containers, rooms, experimental animals, etc., which contain or
are contaminated with viable hazardous agents. The symbol on
these signs shall be the standard fluorescent orange or orangered color.
Safety Instruction– Shall be used where there is a need for
general instructions and suggestions relative to safety measures.
No smoking, eating or drinking signs– Will be placed in all
designated areas where there are flammable, toxic, carcinogenic,
mutagenic, teratogenic, or radioactive materials stored or used.
Special signs or tags – Will be used as needed (e.g. labels for
chemical carcinogens).
No Smoking Signs – Our Company is a smoke free environment
and smoking is prohibited inside all Company owned buildings.
No Smoking Signs are required in all areas (i.e., loading docks)
designated by fire regulations or as areas where smoking is not
allowed.
Methods of Posting

The Supervisor will evaluate the situation and initiate
appropriate corrective action. The Supervisor, in coordination
with the Safety and Health Manager, is responsible for removing
the sign or tag only after the unsafe condition has been corrected.

Notes

Methods of Posting (continued)
a. Signs that are to be used permanently will be installed only by
the Company Authorized Personnel.
b. Signs that are to be used in laboratory areas on a temporary basis
(less than one month) will be posted with masking tape on a glass
surface door or, if more appropriate, on refrigerators, freezers, etc.
c. Signs will not be posted with tacks, pins, and various adhesive
materials that will damage the doors, walls, or building when the
signs are removed. In areas where suitable surfaces for attaching
the signs are not available, stands will be provided by
Management.
Unauthorized signs
In hallways and conference rooms are subject to immediate
removal.
Laboratory Entrance Warning Placards
Laboratory entrance warning placards to alert personnel of
specific hazards within laboratories will be affixed to the
doors of laboratories. These placards will identify the
presence of carcinogenic agents, biohazards, radioactive
materials, reproductive toxins, flammable solvents,
corrosive materials, reactive chemicals, toxic chemicals,
toxic gases, and emergency contacts.

Notes

Supervisors' Safety Checklist - Safety Signs
Supervisor:
Date:
Department/Area:
Yes No
Checklist Area
At least one Exit Sign is visible from all areas
Signs are legible - not faded or worn
All doors have Exit - No Exit or To Exit sign
Emergency Stop Buttons are labeled
Confined space entrances have signs posted
Entrances to restricted areas have signs posted
Automatic equipment has proper danger, caution or warning signs
Chemical storage areas have proper signs
Flammable storage areas have No Smoking Signs
Equipment Controls are labeled
Special Personal Protective Equipment requirements are posted
Signs have rounded or beveled edges - no sharp corners or edges
Fire extinguishers have signs posted above them
Danger Signs warn of specific dangers - all Danger Signs are of the same type
design. Danger signs have red as the predominating color for the upper panel;
black outline on the borders; and a white lower panel for additional back letter
wording.
Caution Signs used only to warn against potential hazards or to caution against
unsafe practices. Caution signs have yellow as the predominating color; black
upper panel and borders: yellow lettering of "caution" on the black panel; and
the lower yellow panel for additional sign wording. Black lettering is used for
additional wording.
Safety Instruction Signs used where there is a need for general instructions
and suggestions relative to safety measures. These signs have a white
background with black letters or white letters on a green panel

Notes
Closure
Do you understand the purpose and the importance of the Safety
and health Signs and Tag Program?
What questions do you have?

