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Dear Friends,
 
Early this morning looking east, there was an orange ribbon on the horizon, the sun calling the world to awaken.  The clouds are now out, dressed in white and gray, but the sun is still shining, even as we anticipate another snow storm late tonight and tomorrow.
 
Because of the snow coming, there will be no Great Courses gathering on Wednesday.  We’ll meet again on Wednesday, January 24th at 9:30 to continue our thinking about “Why Evil Exists”
 
Prayer concerns:
            Larry Peters’ mother died in Columbus, Ohio on January 8th.  Please hold Larry and his family in your prayers as they mourn their loss.
            Paula Pratola’s 16 month-old granddaughter, Olivia, was diagnosed with a tumor last week.
            Barbara Monreau fell and broke her hip.
            May we pray for peace, understanding, welcoming the stranger in our midst, and for the healing of Earth.
 
The Mission Committee meets tonight at 7:00pm.
 
The Book Group begins conversation on “The Life of the Beloved” by Henri Nouwen on Sunday evening at 6:30 in the Parlor.  All are welcome.  We will discuss the first 50 pages of the book.
 
The Annual Meeting of the Second Baptist Church of Suffield will be held on Sunday morning, January 28th immediately following worship in the sanctuary.
 
During the season of Lent, the Diaconate is sponsoring Small Groups using the book, “Proven:  Where Christ’s Abundance Meets Our Great Need,” by Jennie Allen.  Beginning the Friday and Sunday following Ash Wednesday (February 16th and 18th), everyone has an opportunity for fellowship, reflection and conversation.  If you would like to be part of one of these groups and/or take leadership, please contact Dave Jones or me.
 
I have put together a book, “Reflections for Prayer” which has been published and is now available for your use.   The book is a collection of prayers, stories, reflections, poems, 

writings, and scriptures, which can be used to complement one’s regular spiritual practices.  Some of the writings are mine; others come from a variety of authors and sources.  The Diaconate took on the cost of publishing the books and they are free, one per family.  If you would like to purchase more books, the cost is $5.  You can pick these up in the church office.
 
In worship on Sunday, Jean Jones will play the bell tree and Evelyne Battle the guitar on the song, “Simple Gifts.”  The Sanctuary Choir will sing “Go Ye Into the World” by Natalie Sleeth.  Yesterday, I was reading through a book by Martin Luther King, Jr., and so many of his thoughts struck a chord in me; in particular, a sermon he preached on a parable of Jesus found in Luke 12:13-21.  It is moving in me to reflect on the same story.  Read the story this week and consider what it is calling out in you.
 
Yesterday, a colleague of mine who, I think, is a marvelous writer, wrote this prayer for the Martin Luther King day.  I share it with you.
 
 
King Day prayer
 
God of Martin and Rosa,
of Fannie Lou and Harriet,
Malcom, Mohandas and Cesar,
God of Tenzin, Desmond and Malala:
I do not ask to see the road ahead.
I do not ask for power or brilliance.
Give me passion.
Give me gratitude for my companions
and love for my siblings in this world.
Open my heart to my oneness with all people,
that I may work for justice and healing
not because I ought to,
but because I can't keep myself
from my love.
God of all who have suffered,
all who have struggled, who have yearned:
we are millions; we are one.
I thank you.
Give me this day,
that I may give it back to you,
radiant with hope.
  

· The Reverend Steve Garnaas-Holmes

Peace be with you.
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