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September 11, 2019
 
Dear Friends,
 
As we remember the horrific attacks on the United States 18 years ago today, my hope is that we might work for peace – in our families, community, country, between the nations, with Earth, and within our own hearts.  I believe that the way forward in our world is the Way of Jesus: practicing compassion, justice, peace, and love.
 
As I mentioned in my brief email send earlier this week, Winnie Johnson died Saturday afternoon.  A service of memory and thanksgiving for her life will be held in our Sanctuary on Saturday, September 21st at 1:00 p.m.  Please keep Winnie’s family and friends in your prayers.

I want to thank all who helped this past Saturday and Sunday at Suffield on the Green.  It was a wonderful two days and I am grateful to all who helped make it happen for Second Baptist Church.
 
The Great Courses has resumed meeting on Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. in the Parlor.  Join us!
 
The Book Group meets on Sunday evening at 6:30 at the home of Laurie Gokey to finish our conversation on the book, “The Art of Living” by Thich Nhat Hanh. 
 
The second in our seven session series “Exploring Humanity’s New Story:  Where Science and Spirituality Meet,” will take place Monday at 7:00 p.m. If you couldn’t attend the first session, join us as we continue our exploration and conversation of a new story to empower us in the future.
 
This Sunday is the beginning of our new program year at SBC.  Children’s Sunday School classes, Adult Education (at 9:00 a.m.) and all our regular programs and ministries will resume. At our 10:00 a.m. worship, the Hot Cat Jazz Band will lead our music and the Sanctuary Choir will sing two anthems accompanied by the Band.  Because this is a “homecoming” for us as a congregation, in my meditation I will explore what it means to be “home.”  Jesus talks of “building a house on rock” and not sand, in a parable at the end of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 7) and near the end of the vision of John of Patmos in the book of Revelation, we read “Behold, the home of God is among mortals …” What does “home” mean to you?  Join us Sunday and invite a friend or two.
 


An anonymous writing, appropriate for today – and all days:
 
                        “Lead us from death to life,
                        from falsehood to truth.
                        Lead us from despair to hope,
                        from fear to trust.
                        Let peace fill our hearts,
                        our world, our universe.
                        Let us dream together,
                        pray together,
                        work together,
                        to build one world
                        of peace and justice for all.”
 
May it be.
 
Peace.
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