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November 13, 2019
 
Dear Friends,
 
What a marvelous concert this past Friday!  I am so grateful to Evelyne Battle, Lorri Cetto, Lori Davitt and Jean Jones for their extraordinary efforts and beautiful gifts of music which fed our souls in so many ways.  And $1,000 was raised for “Partnering to Reach Aspirations.”  Thank you!
 
Prayer Concerns:
            For the family and friends of Gail Orr who died on Monday.  A memorial service will be this Friday at 10:00 am in the Sanctuary of Second Baptist Church.
            Carolyn Stabenow with serious health issues in St. Francis Hospital.
            Wayne Pina with continuing health concerns.
            For peace.
 
This Sunday morning is our Commitment Sunday.  As an act of worship and an opportunity to give thanks to God for the blessings of life, we will bring our Estimate of Giving and Action Commitment cards for the ministries of Second Baptist Church for the coming year.  Please prayerfully consider your commitment to enhance the work of the Gospel, here and around the world.
 
Thanksgiving-Fellowship Dinner Saturday, November 23rd – 4:00 pm.  Please call or email the church office to make reservations – 860-668-1661 or Office@secondbaptistsuffield.org.
 
The annual Thanksgiving basket drive by Suffield Community Aid for local families is just around the corner.  Last year through their holiday basket program, Community Aid helped 266 individuals in Suffield by providing food and paper goods.  Items need to be collected at the church by November 24th.  For a list of items needed, please contact the church office – Office@secondbaptistsuffield.org.
 
The annual Suffield Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, November 24th at 4:00 pm in our Sanctuary. This is a wonderful opportunity to gather with people of a variety of religious faiths in the greater Suffield area to share expressions of thanksgiving.  Invite your friends and neighbors to this community-wide celebration.  If you would like to be part of the Interfaith Choir, please contact Evelyne Battle – rehearsal is this Sunday, November 17th from 1:00 to 3:00 pm.
Sunday in worship, as mentioned above, we will bring our Estimate of Giving and Action cards as an act of worship, commitment and thanksgiving.  The Handbell Choir will play, “Praise to the Lord,” an arrangement by Page, and the Sanctuary Choir will sing “For Everything a Time” by Martin. The Gospel reading from the Lectionary is one we usually don’t spend much time with, Luke 21: 5-19, but reading it once again, I am finding it fascinating, particularly as it is matched with the two Lectionary readings from Isaiah – 65: 17-25, and Isaiah 12. 

 
One of the last works produced by St. Francis of Assisi is his “Canticle of the Brother Sun,” a song of praise to God for all life.  There are several versions of it; this one is my favorite.
 
Most high, all powerful, all good Lord!
 All praise is Yours, all glory, all honor, and all blessing.
 
To You, alone, Most High, do they belong.
 No mortal lips are worthy to pronounce Your name.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through all Your creatures,
 especially through my lord Brother Sun,
 who brings the day; and You give light through him.
 And he is beautiful and radiant in all his splendor!
 Of You, Most High, he bears the likeness.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars;
 in the heavens You have made them bright, precious and beautiful.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through Brothers Wind and Air,
 and clouds and storms, and all the weather,
 through which You give Your creatures sustenance.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through Sister Water;
 she is very useful, and humble, and precious, and pure.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through Brother Fire,
 through whom You brighten the night.
 He is beautiful and cheerful, and powerful and strong.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through our sister Mother Earth,
 who feeds us and rules us,
 and produces various fruits with colored flowers and herbs.
 
Be praised, my Lord, through those who forgive for love of You;
 through those who endure sickness and trial.
 
Happy those who endure in peace,
 for by You, Most High, they will be crowned.
 
Praise and bless my Lord, and give thanks,
 and serve Him with great humility.
 
Peace.  
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