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	October 31, 2018
 
Dear Friends,
 
In the midst of the deeply distressing things happening in our country and around the world, this morning I awoke to see an amazing sunrise of bright orange framed by some dark clouds, blue sky, and leaves of gold and green.  It was a reminder to me that no matter our circumstances or the horrors perpetrated, God is good and God is Love and Love never ends.
 
Christmas in Suffield is this Saturday.  Attic Treasurers, Baked Goods, Costume Jewelry and Volunteers are all needed to make this a joyous event in the life of our community and congregation.  Please see Sue Begin Schneller for more information and to help out.
 
Saturday, November 10th is our monthly opportunity to serve at the Soup Kitchen in Springfield.  If you would like to help in some way – baking brownies, serving in Springfield, etc. – please contact Michele Brown-Quinn.
 
This year’s Thanksgiving Dinner will be at 4:00pm on Saturday, November 17th.  Please mark your calendars and if you are planning to attend, please rsvp to the church office – office@secondbaptistsuffield.org.  And ALL MEN are invited to help prepare, set up, serve and clean up for the dinner.  Scott Miller and Cliff Barron are our leaders.  Please contact Scott if you are able to help – it’s a great time!
 
Commitment Sunday is November 18th, a time of worship for us to give thanks to God for the blessings of life and make our financial commitments for the ministries of Second Baptist Church for the coming year.  Please prayerfully consider your commitment to enhance the work of the Gospel, here and around the world.
 
We had a great conversation Sunday following worship regarding the Creation Justice Congregations and our call to be faithful stewards within our congregation.  We are now a “Level Two” Congregation and have some great, creative ways to live out our call to faithful stewardship even more fully in the near future.  If you would like to be part of this ongoing, congregational ministry, please contact David Battle, Linda Isham or myself.
 
This Sunday in worship we will celebrate Communion at the Table of the Lord.  The Sanctuary Choir will be singing two anthems:  “Halle, Halle, Halle,” which is a traditional Caribbean Song, and “Around His Table,” by Judy Hunnicutt.  Last week, in light of the horrible mass murder at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburg, I spoke from a place of confusion, not at all certain of what to think, let along, say.  Confusion is usually viewed in a negative light but I believe it can also be a gift.  An article I recently read pointed out that in the story of Gabriel’s announcement to Mary that she was to 
have a child, her first reaction was confusion:  “…she was much perplexed by his words…” (see Luke 1: 26-38).  I want to explore ways that confusion can be a gift in our spiritual lives.  Hope to see you Sunday.
 
A prayer/poem from Ann Weems.  I found it helpful in these very difficult times for our country and world, and for those struggles and sufferings in our personal lives.  It’s a call to remember that though we work for justice, peace and reconciliation with all that we have and are, God is the One to whom we belong and in whom we are invited to rest.  She calls it “Come Unto Me.”
 
When the journey gets too hard,
  when we feel depleted,
  when our compassion
     turns to complaining,
  when our efforts toward
     justice and mercy
        seem to get us nowhere,
it’s time to remember
   the humility part –
   that it is God who has made us
     and not we ourselves;
   that the saving of the world
     or even one part of it
         is not on our shoulders.
It is then we can come unto him,
   and he will give us rest.
With rest we’ll remember
   what it is we are about.
 
Peace be with you.
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