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Town Completes Caboose Restoration
The West Feliciana Historical Society congratulates the Town of St. Francisville and
the St. Francisville Main Street Program for
a successful restoration of the Illinois Central
Caboose. Purchased in 1995 by the Town
through a generous donation by Mr. Richard
Holcomb, the caboose has been a favorite attraction of
visitors and locals,
reminding
them
about the importance of the railroad
to West Feliciana
history. The West
Feliciana Railroad
ran from Bayou
Sara to Woodville
from 1834 to 1978,
carrying the valuable cotton crop to
the Mississippi River for shipment to New
Orleans. Begun in 2016, the restoration included repositioning the caboose, a complete

paint job and addition of the ICG Railroad
stenciling, as well as the addition of historical information panels, a brick sidewalk and
landscaping.
The addition of information panels allows
visitors to learn the story of the railroad in
West Feliciana. Additionally,
visitors
learn the story of
this particular caboose and why it is
painted orange as
opposed to the “little red cabooses.”
Cliff Deal, Historical Society Museum
Curator, took the
lead on the restoration and research.
He worked closely
with Main Street Coordinator, Laurie Walsh and local contractors
to bring the restoration to fruition.

Dart Files & Bliss Photo Collection
Much of the work of the West Feliciana Historical Society’s exhibits would not be possible without the research of local historians like Elisabeth “Libby” Dart, a founding
member of the society. Libby researched and
documented topics ranging from the area’s
Native American tribes to significant people, structures and events.
Her extensive files were
recently donated
to the Historical Society by her
son, James Dart. Work
has begun to index the
information so that it can
be easily used for future
projects.

Additionally, the Robert Bliss Photograph
Collection (1960 – 1973), currently a part
of the Elisabeth K. Dart Collection housed
at LSU, is being returned to the West Feliciana Historical Society.

COMING IN 2018
A special program series
is being planned entitled

River Stories

47th Annual Audubon Pilgrimage
The forty-seventh annual Audubon Pilgrimage March
16, 17 and 18, 2018, celebrates a southern spring in St.
Francisville, the glorious garden spot
of Louisiana’s English Plantation
Country. For nearly half a century the
sponsoring West Feliciana Historical
Society has thrown open the doors
of significant historic structures to
commemorate artist-naturalist John
James Audubon’s stay as he painted a
number of his famous bird studies and
tutored the daughter of Oakley Plantation’s Pirrie family, beautiful young
Eliza. A year’s worth of planning and
preparation precedes each pilgrimage,
and with 47 years of experience under their belt, society members put
on one of the South’s most professional and enjoyable pilgrimage presentations. This year’s breath of fresh
air comes from never-before-shown
properties and enthusiastic new owners of old houses.
One of this year’s featured country
plantations is a remarkable house
called Woodland, a story of unexpected twists and turns, intergenerational
connections and a fascinating trip all
the way across the Mighty Mississippi
to the ancestral lands of the present
owner in West Feliciana, a journey
across hundreds of miles and two centuries. A grand Greek Revival house,
Woodland was built in the mid-1800s
on a sugar plantation near the steamboat town of Washington, but had
been abandoned for years and was
facing demolition when Cammie and
David Norwood saved it. It took a
year to prepare the old structure to be
hauled circuitously along 375 miles of
back roads and another several years
to put it back together. Now the
Woodland house has been returned
to its original glory, filled with fine
family furnishings and anchored to
its pastoral site by well-planned landscaping, looking as if it has been there
forever.
Another country plantation home
with a remarkable history is glorious
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By Anne Butler

Greek Revival Greenwood, which has enjoyed more than
its fair share of miraculous resurrections. Its story began
in 1798, when widowed Olivia Ruffin
Barrow journeyed by covered wagon
from North Carolina to Spanish Feliciana. One of her grandsons would
elope with vivacious young Eliza Pirrie of Oakley Plantation, Audubon’s
pupil. In 1830 Olivia’s son William
Ruffin Barrow engaged prominent architect James Coulter to build a fine
home on family property that would
grow to 12,000 acres for the cultivation of cotton and sugarcane.
The Civil War brought tragedy, but
in 1915 Greenwood Plantation was
purchased by Frank and Naomi Fisher Percy, who restored the house and
opened it to the public. It was called
the finest example of Greek Revival architecture in the South, but in
1960 tragedy struck again and the
house was destroyed in a fire started
by lightning. Rebuilt with enormous
effort, Greenwood has been recently
purchased by Julie and Hal Pilcher,
retired empty-nesters with the energy
and enthusiasm to undertake significant improvements to ready it for its
first pilgrimage appearance.
An earlier country home also featured
for the first time on the Audubon Pilgrimage this year is The Cedars, its
design and first cash crop—tobacco—
bespeaking the Virginia background
of original owner Simon Hearty, for
whom the property was surveyed beginning in 1790. The house was built
between 1793 and 1795, and it was
said that the artist John James Audubon sketched the birdlife on Cedars
Lane and visited with the family there.
After Thomas Butler purchased the
property from his mother-in-law in
1879, his two daughters, Mamie and
Sarah, who stayed in New Orleans
after graduating from Newcomb, returned as spinsters to spend weekends
in a house enlarged with two-story octagonal additions. Today The Cedars
is the home of the Andrew Grezaff-

Grezaffis and their five small children,
who have filled it with an eclectic mixture of furnishings imparting the feel
of having been lived in by generations
of the same family, as all old homes
should feel.
In historic downtown St. Francisville
are a couple of featured cottages across
from the parish courthouse. Miss Lise’s
Cottage was originally built in Bayou
Sara, the flood-prone port city on the
banks of the Mississippi River. In the
late 1800s it was hauled up the hill into
St. Francisville, safe from the floodwaters, its two rooms home for the first
“telephone girl” whose early switchboard was on the second floor of the nearby bank.
Until recently an attorney’s office, now it puts the WOW
factor in this year’s pilgrimage and shows how adaptable
these old structures can be in the right hands. The exterior facade retains the traditional Creole cottage character,
but oh, that unexpected interior-- all black and white and
simply stunning, showing what happens when you turn
loose a gifted career architect (Jim Dart) and a frustrated
designer of equal talent (David Anthony Parker II) on a
charming little historic cottage, where the juxtaposition
of antique and contemporary is striking, and a carefully
curated collection of modern art strikes a happy balance
with treasured family antiques.
Home of the best-loved pieces descend from Jim Dart’s
grandfather, an engineer and attorney whose law office
next door to Miss Lise’s Cottage is now home to Kora,
Grezaffi and Levasseur Capital Management (yes, the
same Grezaffi whose home The Cedars is another pilgrimage feature). Built in 1842, it has housed such notable
barristers as Uriah B. Phillips who was blown up in a mid1800s steamboat explosion, and Louisiana’s last antebellum governor Robert C. Wickliffe.
Besides these featured historic structures,
pilgrimage visitors are welcomed at
Afton Villa Gardens, Rosedown and
Audubon State Historic Sites, three
19th-century churches in town and

Bayou
A new book coauthored by noted local author
and Historical Society contributor Anne Butler
and, first-time author and Museum Director,
Helen Williams, tells the story of Bayou Sara, the
town that once was but is no more. From its start
as one of the most important ports along the Mississippi River to the devastation from significant
floods and a serious Union attack during the Civil

beautiful St. Mary’s in the country, as
well as the Rural Homestead with lively demonstrations of the rustic skills
of daily pioneer life. Audubon Market Hall hosts an impressive exhibit of
more than sixty of Audubon’s Birds of
America done in the Felicianas, Audubon State Historic Site features morning explorations of nature and birding
programs, and this year the hills are
alive with the sound of music, with
varied special performances scheduled
for each featured home and throughout historic downtown St. Francisville
as a tribute to the late father of this
year’s chairman. Daytime features are open 9:30 to 5,
Sunday 11 to 4 for home tours; Friday evening activities
are scheduled from 6 to 9 p.m., Saturday soiree begins at
7 p.m.
The Historic District around Royal Street is filled during
the day with the happy sounds of costumed children singing and dancing the Maypole; in the evening as candles
flicker and fireflies flit among the ancient moss-draped
live oaks, there is no place more inviting for a leisurely
stroll. Friday evening features old-time Hymn Singing at
the United Methodist Church, Graveyard Tours at Grace
Episcopal cemetery (last tour begins at 8:15 p.m.), and a
wine and cheese reception at Bishop Jackson Hall (7 to 9
p.m.) featuring Vintage Dancers and young ladies modeling the pilgrimage’s exquisitely detailed 1820’s evening
costumes, nationally recognized for their authenticity.
Light Up The Night, the Saturday evening soiree, features live music and dancing, dinner and drinks beginning
at 7 p.m.
For tickets and tour information, contact West Feliciana Historical Society
phone 225-635-6330 or 225-635-4224;
online www.westfelicianahistory.org, email
wfhistsociety@gmail.com. A package including daytime tours and all evening entertainment Friday and Saturday is available. Tickets can
be purchased at the Historical Society Museum on
Ferdinand Street.

Sara
War, the book chronicles in significant detail the
history of the people, the place and the culture
of Bayou Sara. Early images and excerpts from
memoirs, journals, and newspaper dispatches
tell the fascinating story of the little river town.
Books are available for purchase at the Historical
Society Museum or online.
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2018 Pilgrimage Chairman
It is with great pleasure we announce
Willia believes that we all have roots that
that Willa Lemoine Parkerson is the
bring memories of days gone by. She is
47th Chairman of the John James
highlighting music this year throughAudubon Pilgrimage. She has been
out the pilgrimage to honor her father,
busy putting together a fabulous weekknown as Mr. Rodney, who touched
end of events and activities for March
the lives of so many in our parish. Mr.
16, 17, and 18, 2018.
Rodney was a teacher that shared his
Willia is a lifelong resident of West
knowledge and love of music. The local
Feliciana Parish. She has been married
Arts for All of West Feliciana Parish will
to Bill Parkerson for thirty-seven years,
be instrumental in enhancing this addand they have two children, William
ed feature to the Audubon Pilgrimage.
and Sarah. Willia served the West FeWillia served as a Jr. Hostess for the
liciana Parish School System for over
first Audubon Pilgrimage dating back
three decades as a teacher and cheer
to 1971 and has been active in different
Willa Lemoine Parkerson
coach and is now retired. During her
capacities throughout the years. She is
career, she was recognized as Teacher of the Year. She curthe third generation serving as chairman of the Audubon
rently serves as president of the parent organization for
Pilgrimage. Her aunt, Lucille Leake, was a founding board
West Feliciana Middle School and is a passionate and dedmember of the West Feliciana Historical Society and the
icated volunteer to the West Feliciana cheerleaders. A Vol
first pilgrimage chairman. Her mother, Margaret Lemoine,
N Cheer program, which has been nationally recognized
served as the 1979 chairman, and numerous cousins and
for its commitment to service on the local and state level,
an aunt have also served as chairmen.
was implemented with her leadership. She is also an active
Her rich heritage and love for her community and family
volunteer for the West Feliciana Education Foundation.
are the themes that make the weekend of events a harAs a sixth-generation member of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
monious package for everyone. She is inviting all former
Catholic Church, she is currently involved with the church
Felicianians “to come home for the weekend” and is eager
youth and education program.
to welcome guests from near and far to see why We Love
Willia comes from a family of educators. Bill, better known
It Here in St. Francisville. She knows that upon leaving
as Coach Parkerson, is the former head football coach for
West Feliciana Parish, pilgrims will certainly realize this
West Feliciana High School and now serves as Assistant
community is a hidden treasure. The hills will be alive with
Principal at Bains Elementary. Both of their children have
music, art, dance, authentic circa 1820’s costumes, historic
followed in their parents’ footsteps as coaches and teachhomes, churches, gardens, a rural homestead site, a cemeers, and Willia’s parents and siblings are all educators. With
tery and birding tour, a wine and cheese reception, and a
such a strong background of educators, she feels preservstarlit soiree.
ing our local history is vital to future generations.

Audubon Birds Exhibit Loaned to State Archives
The Historical Society was pleased to loan the new Audubon’s Birds of Feliciana Exhibit to the Louisiana State
Archives for a summer exhibition. This exhibit was the
brainchild of our 46th Annual Audubon Pilgrimage
Chair, Lisa Horn, and was completed in time for the
2017 pilgrimage. Lisa and her team, designer Caroline
and John Alberstadt, graphic designer Amanda McKinney and museum curator Cliff Deal spent countless hours
researching, designing and building the exhibit. After a
successful run at Market Hall during the pilgrimage, the
Curator for the Louisiana State Archives requested a loan
of the exhibit for a special run at the Archives building on
Essen Lane in Baton Rouge. The exhibit stayed at the
Archives for two months this summer and was enjoyed
by many.

Old Library Building

for Sale
$650,000 for the building and land

WWII Museum Road Trip
Braving a cold, rainy day, 15 members and friends of the
Historical Society traveled to New Orleans to spend the
day at the WWII Museum Thursday, January 19, 2017.
In addition to the exhibits, the group was moved by the
film Beyond All Boundaries. A highlight of the visit was
the opportunity to talk to Veteran, Bennie Martinez about
his experiences during the war. Martinez, who is now in
his 90’s, served in the US Army during the Italian Campaign and shared amazing stories of his experience.

West Feliciana Historical Society desires to
sell the Old Library Building at
11865 Ferdinand Street in St. Francisville.
Located in a prime location on Ferdinand Street
in the heart of St. Francisville’s historic district,
the building was originally built to house the US
Post Office. The post office relocated in 1996 and
after an extensive fundraising campaign, the Historical Society purchased the building to provide a
home for the West Feliciana Parish Library.
The Library leased the building from the
Historical Society until it relocated in 2013.
The 4,500-sq ft brick building sits on 2+ city lots
(22,100 sf) and has plenty of off-street parking.
The property includes 12 beautiful, mature oak
trees. The rear of the building includes a
loading dock and additional parking.
Zoning is Business Mixed Use (BMX) and
sits in the Historic District Overlay area.

New Website & Domain
www.westfelicianahistory.org
The West Feliciana Historical Society now has a new
website – www.westfelicianahistory.org. We are very excited about the new site and our new domain name. While
our old site was beautifully done and very informative, our
board felt that we need a site that is more cost effective to
manage going forward. Some of the new features include
more information and photos of our gift shop, a blog that
we will update regularly and a link for visitors to make a
donation via PayPal. The shorter domain name will make
it is easier to use on publications like our Audubon Pilgrimage brochure. We hope you enjoy the new site, visit
often and share your feedback.

Interested parties should contact
the West Feliciana Historical Society
office at 225-635-6330 or
email wfhist@bellsouth.net.
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Patterns of Pilgrimage
The annual pilgrimage season kick off event, Patterns of
Pilgrimage costume workshop, was held September 28,
2017, at Old Market Hall. Coordinators Kitty Martin and
Rhona Wray put together an informative, interactive workshop. Attendees
learned about fabric selection, dress styles, hat styles
and were provided with
contact information for local area seamstresses. Sample trims and accessories
were also featured.
Many visitors to the pilgrimage cite the authentic costumes as a highlight of the
event. The Historical Society and Pilgrimage Steering
Committee would like to
thank all of the dedicated volunteers and seamstresses who
work hard each year to create new costumes or loan costumes to other volunteers. Our recognition by the American Association of State and Local History for authentic
dress would not be possible without their efforts.
		

Oakley Reopening &
Anniversary Celebration
Our annual Audubon Pilgrimage is, of course, named after
the famous painter and naturalist John James Audubon.
Louisiana is justifiably proud of its claim as the source of
inspiration for many of his famous bird paintings. That
pride is most evident in the Feliciana parishes where he
spent the summer of 1821 at Oakley Plantation, now the
Audubon State Historic Site. The State of Louisiana purchased the house and 100 surrounding acres in 1947 to
create the state park.
Last year the house was closed for lead remediation and
other repairs. To celebrate its reopening, and to mark its
70th anniversary as a state park, the Friends of Oakley will
host a public event at the park on Sunday, April 8, 2018.
Please save that date on your calendar. You will soon be
receiving more information on that event.

LHS Visits St. Francisville
The Historical Society welcomed a group from the Louisiana Historical Society in New Orleans in June. Rucker
Leake and Dot Temple hosted the visitors who enjoyed a
tour and lunch at Imahara’s Gardens, a visit to Port Hudson and other attractions. The group enjoyed afternoon
cocktails on the porch at Evergreenzine, hosted by homeowner Donna Gilbert.
According to LHS President Nora Wetzel, the society was
founded in 1835 and is the oldest historical organization
in the state. The State of Louisiana first chartered it in
1836. For many decades during the 19th century, the society was the official custodian of the colonial records of
Louisiana, including the French Superior Council records
and the Spanish Judicial Records of the Illustrious Cabildo
(local governing body). In 1906 the Society promoted a
legislative act to create a Louisiana State Museum to be
housed in the old Cabildo on Jackson Square. When the
Museum opened in 1911, the Society deposited there the
colonial archives in its care, as well as thousands of other
documents, paintings, prints, and other museum objects
from its own collection.
Today the Society remains dedicated to the writing, promotion and understanding of Louisiana history. It has
sponsored eight public lectures each year for almost a century. More information about the Louisiana Historical Society can be found at www.louisianahistoricalsociety.org.
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The Friends of Oakley
Invite New Members
The Friends of Oakley is a private, non-profit (IRS 501
C3) organization which serves as an auxiliary and support group to the Audubon State Historic Site. For many
years it has provided the funds to purchase furniture,
housewares, and accessories which are displayed in Oakley House, and to support its educational programs. The
state funding for the park has been drastically reduced in
recent years.
The organization is dedicated to creating more awareness
of the unique history and value of the park to Louisiana
and the Feliciana parishes. If you are interested in joining
the Friends of Oakley, contact The Friends of Oakley by
mail to P. O. Box 1097, St. Francisville, LA 70775, or,
send an email to Norman Ferachi, Chairman, at Normanncf@gmail.com.

Black His-

tory Month

and the school he started remind us
The Historical Society Museum, in
of the hurdles that African Americelebration of Black History Month
cans overcame in their journey to
2017, unveiled a new exhibit entiequality. The J.S. Dawson Alumni
tled John S. Dawson: An EducationAssociation and Foundation memal Legacy. A special opening night
bers are to be commended for their
reception was held February 23 to
efforts to preserve the school, inkick-off the exhibit and was well atcluding having the building listed
tended and enjoyed by all. Special
on the National Register of Historguests included Ken Dawson, grandic Places.”
son of John S. Dawson; Dr. HenThe exhibit chronicles the efforts
ry Hardy, President of the John S.
of Dawson to provide a quality
Dawson Alumni Association FounDawson School alumni enjoy the exhibit opening
educational experience for African
dation; and Mr. Rufus McKnight,
American students of all ages. The earliest known publicly
also representing the foundation.
organized school for African Americans in West Feliciana
The Dawson exhibit remains on diswas the Laurel Hill School. Today, known as the Dawson
play at the museum and the public is
School, the old structure still stands in Laurel Hill.
encouraged to visit and learn more
Dr. Hardy, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Mcknight, and Mr. Calvin
about this inspirational part of West
Miller were instrumental in providing information for
Feliciana history. Historical Society
the exhibit. In appreciation for their efforts and support,
President, Susie Tully, and Museum
a $500 donation was made to the J.S. Dawson Alumni
Curator, Cliff Deal, are working to
Foundation at the 7th Annual JS Dawson Alumni Associincorporate this exhibit into the
ation/Foundation Community Fellowship Banquet held
permanent displays. Tully notes,
on April 22, 2017.
“The story of John S. Dawson

American Duchess Maiden Voyage

American Duchess dining room has a river view.

Rucker Leake accepted a commemorative plat from Capt. Kirchbaum

Historical Society Board members Susie Tully, Rucker
Leake, Beryl Gene Daniel and Lucie Cassity were on hand
along with community members and public officials to
welcome the American Duchess during its maiden voyage
stop in St. Francisville on Thursday, August 17, 2017.
Rucker Leake, Mayor Pro Tem representing the Mayor,
presented an official town proclamation declaring August
17 as American Duchess Riverboat Day. Those in attendance enjoyed a brief presentation, a tour of the boat and
a sampling of culinary treats prepared for the occasion.

The American Duchess, a sister ship of the American
Queen, is a 166-passenger paddlewheel riverboat featuring
more modern décor and loft style rooms. The boat, previously a casino boat, was purchased by American Steamboat
Company and remodeled for approximately $38 million.
The paddlewheel is powered by a 1,000-horsepower engine. Physically, the boat is slightly wider but a few feet
shorter than the Queen. As with those arriving on the
American Queen, travelers will enjoy the same Hop-on/
Hop-off bus tours to visit local shops and attractions.
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Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society’s Fall Folklife Program

Preserve and promote West Feliciana historically, culturally, and
architecturally through education and stewardship.

Photo by Yvonne Lewis Day

Historical Society members Dot Temple
and Ann Butler represented the society
as guest speakers at the LGHS’s fourth
annual Fall Folklife Program held on October 7, 2017 at the Bluebonnet Library
in Baton Rouge. Temple gave an overall
history of the West Feliciana area including the origin and meaning of the name
Feliciana – Spanish for “happy land”.
Butler provided the history of Bayou
Sara including its importance as a trading
post and cotton port beginning in 1790
when it was founded by John Mills; the
burning of the town by Union gunboats Speakers at the October 7, 2017, Louisiana Genealogical & Historical Society’s fourth annual
in 1862; its subsequent rebuilding and
fall folklife program were Maria Bowen, Danny Heltman, Dot Temple & Anne Butler.
success as a mercantile center until the
early 19th Century.
The Louisiana Genealogical and Historical Society was founded in 1953 “to collect, preserve, and make available genealogical and historical materials; to assist its members in tracing their ancestry; to ascertain the location of public and private
records, that they may be made available to students of genealogy; and to aid in investigations of this nature.”
More information about LGHS can be found on its website, www.louisianaghs.org.

2017
Membership Drive Contributors

BOOKS AVAILABLE
IN OUR GIFT SHOP
Historical fiction novel by
Joyce Blaylock. Adelicia
exhibits a powerful and
willful spirit, one that leads
her through both triumph
and sorrow, through perils
and conflict, yet leaves her
with the drive to meet the
unexpected with force and
the will to endure.
$35

LEGACY
Shore Excursions of America, Inc.
PRESERVATIONIST
Jim & Sue Roland
Sharon A. Seeman
In Memory of Julius Freyhan
Mrs. W.E. Walker
In appreciation of Leonard Sullivan
HISTORIAN
Stephen & Kathy Wesley
ARCHIVIST
David & Tracey Banowetz, Jr.
Ralph & Anne Dart Beaumont
In Memory of Stephen Dart
and In Honor of Libby Dart

Flags Along the Way
Poster by
Stan Routh
$15
(book, $45)

Dr. & Mrs. Gene Berry

National Gems
Louisiana
Treasures features
the 54 National
Historic Landmarks
of Louisiana. Book
and photography by
Gail Chisum.
$49.95

Exxon
Donna Gilbert
Tori & Melissa Holsinger
Richard Lipsey
CC & Sue Lockwood
Mary Dean McDaniel
Rebecca Rothschild
Shelley Simmons
Paul & Mary Anne Stevens
Tom & Susie Tully
HOMESTEADERS
Albemarle Foundation
J.K. & Marcia Roberg
Tom & Susie Tully
Ladye White
MEMBER
Anne Butler
George & Debbie Eldredge
Bruce & Elaine Erikson
Marsha Lindsey
Theresa N. Simmons

A vivid history of the
American Jewish
merchants who
concentrated in the
nation’s most important
economic sector.
By Michael R. Cohen
$40
Who were the hardworking
immigrants who settled
there, why did they come
and from where, and why
did they stay through floods
and fires and wartime
shelling for more than a
century? By Anne Butler
and Helen Williams
$15

BEGIN OR RENEW MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018
Join us in our continuing support of historic preservation and promotion of
tourism in West Feliciana Parish. Your membership dues help support the expenses of
maintaining and operating the Museum and in promoting our area and its history.
The membership year extends from January 1 through December 31.
Donations are always appreciated and are tax deductible.
LEVELS OF SUPPORT
o  Member - $35
						o  Homesteader - $50*
						o  Archivist - $100
o  Historian - $250
o  Preservationist - $500
o  Legacy - $1000
						o  In honor or memory of
*Homesteader funds will be used to support the Rural Homestead only

_______________________________________________________________________
Please mail your check, your name and address to:
West Feliciana Historical Society
P. O. Box 338
St. Francisville, LA 70775
or donate at
www.westfelicianahistory.org

Please complete and return this form with your remittance.
NAME___________________________________________________________
ADDRESS________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE & ZIP________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________

