
TOWN OF MERRIMAC ORDINANCE 2OI3-11
RELATING TO THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF CERTAIN

FINANCIAL RECORDS

Whereas, this ordinance is entit led the Town of Merrintac Ordinance Relating to
Conficlentialitv of Inconre and Erpense Records. The pllrpose of this ordinance is to
provide conf-rdentialitv of t l ie records of taxpayers rvho provide income and expense
record iufbnnation to the ton'n assessor under s.70.47 (7) (a0, Wis. stats. and to the town
treasttrer utrcler Wis. Stat. 66.0615(2). Wis. Stats. and to exempt that information from
being subiect to the r ight of  inspect ion or copying as a publ ic record under s.  19.35 (1),
Wis.  stats.

Whereas, the Tou't-t Board of the Town of Merrimac, Sauk County, Wisconsin, has
the specif-rc authoritv lrnder s.70.47 (7) (af), Wis. stats.. to provide confidentiality to
taxpavers of certain income and expense records provided to the town assessor by those
tarpavers fbr pLlrposes of valuation of real properly in the Town of Merrimac, owned by
those tarpavers.

Whereaso the Tou't-t Treasurer of the Town of Merrirlac, Sauk County, Wisconsin,
has tlte specif lc authoritv under s. 66.0615(2). Wis. stats.. to provide confidentiality to
taxpar ers ol 'certarin income and expense records provided to the town treasurer by those
taxpavers fbr pLlrposes determining and collection of room tax per Town Ordinance 1-78.

Therefore. be it hereby' ordained by the Town Board of the Town of Merrimac,
Sauk. Countr'. adopts as tollorvs:

Inconre and expense information provided by a property owner to the town
assessor fbr the pllrpose of establishing valuation lbr assessment pr,rrposes by
the incotne tnethod of valuation shall be confidential and not a public record
open to inspect ion or copying under s.  19.35 (1),  Wis.  stats.  Unless a court
determines that the information is inaccurate, the information provided to the
Assessor is not subject to t l-re right of inspection or copying as a public record
runder  s .  19.35 (1) ,  Wis .  s ta ts .
Wisconsin Department of Revenue records including state sales tar records
and income and expense ir-rfbrmation provided by a person to the town
treasurer for the purpose of auditing room tar" shall be confidential and not a
publ ic record open to inspect ion or copying under s.  19.35 (1),  Wis.  stats.
Lh-rless a court determines that the information is inaccurate, the information
provided to the assessor is not subject to the right of inspection or copying as
a publ ic record under s.  19.35 (1),  Wis.  stats.
A tou,'n officer in the Torl'n of Merrimac may make public disclosure or aliow
access to income and expense information provided by u property owner to
the toun assessor for the purpose of establishing valuation for assessment
pllrposes by the income n-rethod of valuation in his or her possession and a
tou.r-r olJlcer in the Town of Merrimac may make public disclosure or aliow
access to income and expense information provided by a tax payer to the town
treasllrer for the purpose of determining or auditing room tax in his possession
as provided belor,r ' :
a. The tor,r'n assessor and/or town treasurer shall have access

ir-rcorne and expense information in the performance of his
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b. Thc board of revierv may review the provided income and expense
irttbmration u'lten needed. in its opinion. to decide upon a contested
assessrt tet t t .

c. Anv person or body who l-ras the right or whose duty in his or her office is
to revieu'the provided income and expense information shall have access
to the inforntation.

d. A torvu offlcer rvho is complying with a court order may release the
provided income and expense information in accordance with the court's
order.

e. If the provided income and expense infbrrnation. or related financial
rccorcis. has been determined by a court to be inaccurate, the information
is open and publ ic.

f . If the property owner or tar payer has provided written approval for public
disclosr"rre or limited disclosure to that person, and the Town Board of the
Tou'n of Merrimac has approved the disclosllre, the provided income and
expense infbmatior-r is open and public to the extent approved.

1. An)'person. partnership. corporation. or other legal entity that fails to comply
u'ith the provisions of this ordinance shall. upon conviction, pay a forfeiture of
tiot less than $100 nor more than $500, plus the applicable surcharges,
assessments. and costs for each violation. E,ach duy a violation exists or
contiuues constitutes a separate offense under this ordinance. In addition, the
tou't-t board ma)' seek injunctive relief fiom a court of record to enjoin further
v io la t ions.

5. If an)' provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid. the invalidity does not afl-ect other provisions or
applications of this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid
provision or application. and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are
severable.

6. This ordinance shall take eff'ect immediately upon publication.

The tou.n clerk shall properly post
60.80. S/ is.  stats.

Adopted this 4tr ' day,' of December. 201 3.

Attest:

or publish this ordinance as required under s.
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Steve Peetz. Town Chair
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John Gaedke, Supervisor

Tim McCunrber. Town Administrator & Clerk - Treasurer
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