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Educational Leadership according to
David Ben-Gurion's Conception

Abstract

This final thesis is headlined "Educational Leadership according to David Ben
Gurion's Conception". The thesis deals with Ben-Gurion's public identity and
contribution from an educational point of view, in two ways: one — Ben-Gurion's leader-like
behavior which we researched in order to focus on the following question: to what extent
can he be seen as an educational leader; as a historic figure whose significance is not merely
political, but also bears intentional influence on the moral conventions of the Israeli society.
The other aspect — clarifying the nature of the educational policy led by Ben-Gurion as a
national leader.

The theoretical framework in which the research was carried out relates, on one
hand, to the learning material studied in the Lifshitz-Herzog College in relation with
the educational leadership issue, and on the other hand — to studies from Ben-
Gurion's era and from more modern times, and also texts written by him, regarding
his philosophy and contribution in both above mentioned fields. We analyzed those
texts using qualitative methods, in order to examine the following research
questions.

One question that we present here is how Ben-Gurion expressed his personality
and philosophy in ways he considered influential as to the national moral and ethical
culture, while focusing on the element of roll modelling.

The second question is how Ben-Gurion sled the educational policy that may
influence the character of the State and society in real time and facing the future.

As we shall see, both research questions were positively answered: according to
the theoretical data that we shall present and based on its analysis in this thesis,
Ben-Gurion did behave as an educational leader. In a more moderate version: he
behaved as if he wished to leave his impression also in the essential educational
context, i.e. in the broad sense that has to do not only with the conduct of the
educational system. In addition, according to the mentioned texts and analysis it
would be true to say that Ben-Gurion saw as his duty to lead the national
educational policy, and indeed dealt with this issue in ways whose results can be
recognized in the State of Israel until now.
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