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James Halstead 

James Halstead was born in 
Farmington in 1845. At just 17 
years of age, he enlisted in the 
Union Army (in Springfield, 
Massachussetts where he was 
working at the time) and became 
a member of the Massachussetts 
54th Infantry Regiment. The 54th 
was a black regiment and it is the 
one made famous in the movie 
“Glory” with Denzel Washington, 
Morgan Freeman, and Matthew 
Broderick. It was the Civil War’s 
first all black volunteer regiment.  

 

James Halstead entered as a 
Private in 1863 and mustered out 
as a Corporal in 1865 after the 
war ended. The 54th’s most 
famous battle was the charge on 
Fort Wagner in South Carolina. 
James Halstead was wounded in 
the fighting there.  



James Halstead 

After the war, James Halstead returned to Connecticut. He 

worked at Miss Porter’s School as a custodian and was 

then the Caretaker for Plainville’s West Cemetery for 22 

years. He was a bible scholar and taught the adult bible 

class at Plainville Methodist Church. He also tutored 

children in math. He and his family lived on Pearl Street.  
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James Halstead 

A 1928 New Britain Herald 
interview. James was one of 
only two Civil War veterans in 
Plainville by this time. He died 
in 1930. 

An Anniversary Announcement 



Charles H. White 

Born in 1845 in Long Island, New York, Charles White 

married Harriet C. Carrier of Hartford. They had two 

children. Previous researchers have noted that 

documents may also indicate that Charles was 

enslaved in his early life.  

In October 1864, Charles enlisted as a Private in the 

29th Regiment U.S. Colored Infantry, Company K in 

Hartford. Documents note that he is listed as a farmer. 

He is also listed as a substitute (or representative) of a 

William Hunter of Hartford and was paid to take 

someone else’s place.  This was a relatively common 

practice.  

Charles was mustered out in Brownsville, Texas on 

October 6, 1865. Census records show that Charles 

and Harriet lived on Pearl Street in Plainville.  

Charles died in a Soldiers’ Home in Noroton, 

Connecticut in March 1927. He is buried in Plainville’s 

West Cemetery (See next page).  
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Leven Harris 

Leven Harris was born into slavery in the South (Maryland) 

in 1830. When the Civil War broke out, he enlisted in 

Washington D.C. and was subsequently transferred to what 

became part of the 31st United States Colored Infantry 

Regiment which was raised in Connecticut.  

Leven’s unit was active in the front at the Battle of 

Petersburg and he was wounded—which resulted in the 

loss of an eye. The 31st lost 136 soldiers in the charge. As 

stated by one officer,  these troops went into action 

determined to command respect and as stated by another 

officer, were “equal to the standard of any service I ever 

saw.” The regiment was mustered out in Hartford in 

December 1865. 

A Plainville resident by 1870, Leven had a farm where he 

lived on New Britain Avenue. He sold produce from the 

farm. In 1888, he married Louise Nixon who was also a 

former slave. He was a member of the Newton Manross 

Post G.A.R. (Grand Army of the Republic), a fraternal 

organization of Civil War veterans which participated in 

Leven’s funeral services.  



Leven Harris 

Excerpts from Leven’s 
obituary in the New 
Britain Herald 
September 18, 1915 
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William H. Homer 

William H. Homer was born about 1837 in Connecticut, 

most likely in Farmington and perhaps in the area that 

became Plainville in 1869 when our town separated from 

Farmington.  

He was descended from Lyman Homer who one of a series 

of Black governors who were elected in Connecticut 

beginning in the 1700’s and through the mid-1800’s. They 

were elected as leaders by other members of the African-

American community. 

William enlisted in December 1863 into Company B, the 

Connecticut Colored Infantry. He gave his occupation as 

fireman when he signed up in New Haven. He was 

mustered out of the 29th in October 1865. The 29th was 

the first infantry regiment to enter Richmond, Virginia 

when the city surrendered.  

Census show that William, also known as Billy Homer, and 

his wife Eunice lived on West Main Street in 1900. As a 

widower, he was still in town on Cross Road in 1910. He 

died in 1911.  



William H. Homer 

During the earlier part of his career, Plainville artist 

Alfred Hepworth painted a portrait of William 

Homer. The Plainville Historical Society.  

now owns this painting. It is currently being 

restored. A grant from the Norton Trust is being 

used for this purpose.  



William H. Homer 

West Cemetery, Plainville 

From military 
records showing 
William was 
appointed musician 

Enlistment document 



Chauncey Naaman 

Chauncey Naaman was born in Southington in about 1847. 

He later lived in Plainville. He married Margaret Jackson in 

Southington in 1868. They had one child. Chauncey’s 

mother was a Homer.  

Chauncey was in the 29th Regiment, Connecticut Colored 

Infantry, Company H. He enlisted in December 1864 in 

Hartford. He was 18 years old at the time. The 29th was 

the first infantry to enter Richmond, Virginia after it 

surrendered. Chauncey was mustered out in October 1865. 

At some point after the war, Chauncey relocated to 

Plainville. The 1900 census shows Chauncey and his wife 

living on Whiting Street. He died in Plainville in September 

1916.  



These photos show Naaman descendants at a 2001 

memorial program honoring Plainville’s African-American 

Civil War veterans. It was held at West Cemetery. 
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